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Hello!  

Once again here is a resource to help you find little creative ways 
to make your service interesting and engaging for Thanksgiving. 

This booklet contains scripts and song suggestions for your creative 
artists and musicians to use in your worship services for 

Thanksgiving. There are also scripture readings and some other 
media that you might be interested in.  

Everything in this booklet is yours to use free of charge. Just pay 
attention to the copyright requests at the bottom of each script, and  

make sure any songs and videos are properly cited.  

Finally, as always I am here to resource YOU! If there is anything 
additional you want or need feel free to ask. And if you would like 

some help with rehearsals I would love to come and visit your 
corps.  

Happy Thanksgiving!  

Caitlin xx 

We have become His poetry, a re-created people that will fulfill the destiny he has given each of us, for we are joined 

to Jesus, the Anointed One. Even before we were born, God planned in advance our destiny and the good works we 

would do to fulfill it! 

Ephesians 2:10 (TPT) 
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MONOLOGUES



Gratitude Is Sw!test  When Shared 
by Stormy Becker Falso 

SYNOPSIS: Sometimes funny situations teach great lessons. 

CAST:  1 female actor 

TIME:  3 min 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

Sometimes funny situations teach great lessons. 

It was the usual schedule: up at 4:30 a.m., out the door by 5:00 a.m. to take my son to ice 
hockey practice, pickup another hockey team mate on the way to the rink, dash home, get 
ready for work and head out the door again. On this morning though, I realized 
Thanksgiving was just days away and I had not done the grocery shopping. At this point, I 
had cooked on Thanksgiving for so many years I knew the menu and the grocery list by 
heart. So as I drove the boys to hockey practice I realized I’d be very close to a grocery 
store that was open 24 hours a day. I made a mental shopping list and headed straight to 
the grocery store from the ice rink. 

There were only a few shoppers in the store, but the aisles were full of staff stocking the 
shelves for the rush of grocery purchases. I zipped along. My shopping basket brimming 
with the fixings for our feast. The last aisle was the frozen food section. As I stood in front 
of the glass door contemplating the frozen vegetables, I noticed my reflection in the frame 
of the freezer door. I WAS IN MY PAJAMAS!! I laughed out loud! 

As I drove home with my groceries I decided I needed to rediscover the thankful part of 
Thanksgiving. I realized that in my hurried life I was not living graciously. I was like the 
plate spinner at the circus. Recognizing that something needs to change and actually 
doing it can be a true challenge. In my daily prayer practice, I changed something. Instead 
of listing all of the day’s activities and then asking for help to accomplish them, I took a 
different approach. I began my prayer with gratitude that God was an ever-present, all 
power of good; I listened more. This change wasn’t just for a day or a week, it became my 
regular daily prayer. And life became less frenetic and more joyful. 

Each year as I get ready to enjoy this holiday with family and friends I think of this story 
and laugh. But I continue to be grateful for the lesson learned. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  
© 2010-2016 Christian Science Committee on Publication for Michigan 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Gratitude 
By Marvel 

SYNOPSIS: Are you grateful? He took you out of the dark and into the light! That’s worth telling   
  everyone about. 

CAST:  1 actor 

TIME:  3 mins 
_____________________________________________________________________________  

SCRIPT 

You see 
I was dejected and regrettin’ 
Heavy hearted and forgotten 
Rejected was me  
Before I met Him 
And He who took me  
Out from the dark and brought me into the light 
And now I see 
I see the victory, dominion and supremacy  
That I have in Him 
He who has made me overcome 
Even in the things that are yet to come 
And I triumph over every circumstance 
That tries to take a stand 
In advance 
And I dance in my victory  
Looking back now the Lord has blessed me in ways  
The words can’t explain 
Even a grade A in English 
Can’t describe all He’s done and accomplished 
You see it  
Lord, you’ve shown me love  
In the person of your Son 
You gave Him up so I could live 
That’s the reason I still breathe 
Turned me from alien to citizen  
With all the rights and protection  
Showered me with gifts and blessed me with friend and a teacher 
A help and a comforter 
And overwhelmed by all this 
I thought to myself and said  
‘Haven’t I gotten more than I deserve from the Most High? 
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Haven’t I?’ 
But do you know the beautiful thing? 
The beautiful thing was that He disagreed 
Instead He announced me so loud  
That my testimonies were heard all about 
And now I can’t resist but shout 
That oh, you are God and you are Yahweh 
You are the same Jehovah Jirah 
And over and over again  
I keep experiencing  
This joy like a river 
Peace like a fountain 
And love like an ocean 
More and more gifts that there’s no room enough to contain 
And now the resolve is strong that I can feel it in  
My head 
My heart 
And my soul 
Your word is in my heart and in my mouth 
There’s a heat in my feet 
I can feel it in my feet 
Your word is a burning fire shut up in my bones 
Now I can’t keep shut for too long  
because I have to tell all 
I said I have to tell all 
I have to tell all whether they care 
That He’s here 
To amend  
And give life  
That we no longer die 
I feel the urge to tell someone here that believing in His word will only bring 
Justification 
Purification 
And take away all condemnation 
And you know in all this I have come to the understanding  
That the life that I live 
And the gifts that I receive 
Oh 
When I think of it 
I’m so full 
I’m so full and now I have come back thankful 
But 
Most importantly  
I am grateful 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

© 2017 Loveworld Plus 
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Thankful For The Thorns 
Author unknown/Adapted for the stage by Caitlin Allen 

SYNOPSIS: It’s easy to be thankful for the ‘flowers’ of life, but sometimes it’s more   
  significant when we are thankful for life’s thorns.  

CAST:  1 female actor 

TIME:  5-7 mins 

DIRECTORS NOTES: Jenny is an established and important character in the story. To help   
  make her real for the audience, make sure her character is different to the   
  woman. Explore how she talks, stands and gestures when speaking in the   
  story. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

SCRIPT 

WOMAN:  

I felt as low as the heel on my Birkenstocks as I pushed against the door of the 
florist shop. Until then my life had been easy like spring breeze. But in the last few 
months everything had changed. I’d lost a son in a car accident while my life was 
spared. My husband’s company was threatening him with a major transfer. And my 
sister who I had so looked forward to seeing called to tell me she wasn’t going to 
be able to come for Thanksgiving. To make things worse, a friend of mine had 
called to tell me that ‘my grief was a God-given path to maturity that would allow 
me to empathize with others who suffer’. Excuse me? Had she lost a child? No. 
She had no idea what I’m feeling.  

“Good afternoon, can I help you?” The voice startled me from my bleak thoughts. 
“Sorry”, she said, “I just didn’t want you to think I was ignoring you. I’m Jenny. 
Welcome to my flower shop”. She seemed sweet. I told her I needed a floral 
arrangement for Thanksgiving. Jenny asked if I wanted something beautiful but 
ordinary, or would I like to challenge the day with the customer favorite called the 
‘Thanksgiving Special’. Seeing my curiosity, Jenny continued. “I’m convinced that 
flowers tell stories, that each arrangement insinuates a particular feeling. Are you 
looking for something that conveys gratitude this Thanksgiving?”. “No” I replied. 
“Everything that could go wrong in the last 5 months, has”. 

Immediately I regretted my outburst. She didn’t deserve such a sharp answer. But 
Jenny smiled a knowing smile and said “I have the perfect arrangement for you”.  
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Suddenly the bell to the front door rang. “Hi Barbra”, Jenny called out joyfully. She 
politely excused herself and walked toward a small workroom. Quickly she 
reappeared carrying a massive arrangement of green bows, and long-stemmed 
thorny roses. Only, the ends of the rose stems were neatly snipped, no flowers! As 
Jenny began boxing the thorny stems I watched for Barbra’s response. Was this a 
joke? Who would want rose stems and no flowers?! I waited for laughter, for 
someone to notice the absence of flowers atop the thorny stems, but neither 
woman did. As Jenny handed Barbra the flowers, Barbra exclaimed that even after 
3 years of getting the special, the bouquet never lost its significance. With a 
heartfelt thanks Barbra left the store proudly carrying her thorns.  

I had to ask Jenny, did she realize that lady had left the story with no flowers? “Ah, 
yes. Well that’s the special. I call it the ‘Thanksgiving Thorns Bouquet’”. I couldn’t 
believe people actually paid for that! I was about to ask Jenny when “rinng” - the 
doorbell caught our attention again.  

“Hey Phil” shouted Jenny to the balding, rotund man entering the shop. Jenny 
quickly moved to welcome him with a warm hug. “I’ve got your 20 thorny long-
stemmed stems ready to go”, lifting a tissue-wrapped arrangement from the 
refrigerated cabinet. Phil was overjoyed with his arrangement, thanking Jenny for 
her wonderful work once again that year. He even recommended me the Special 
on his way out the door.  

“Jenny, why do people buy stems with no flowers? It doesn’t make any sense!”. The 
answer she gave me wasn’t quite what I was expecting. 

“Three years ago I lost my husband, and the shop became mine. I spent the 
holidays alone as I had no family close by, and too great a debt to allow any travel. 
Also, I was terrible at looking after flowers so the roses on my favorite display 
bouquet died. I was in a dark place, and I was asking God why did bad things have 
to happen to me? God spoke to me through the thorns and said ‘Jenny, you’ve 
always enjoyed the flowers of life but it takes the thorns to show you the beauty of 
my comfort’”.  

She continued on. “Remember, Jesus wore a crown of thorns so that we might 
know his love. So don’t resent the thorns He gives you.”. As she spoke these words 
tears began to roll down my cheeks. The truth of what these thorns mean was 
hitting home. Finally, I understood. 

“I’ll take 12 long stemmed thorns please”.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 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SCENES



Come to "e Banquet  
by Jim Hatherly 

SYNOPSIS:  When two servants are ordered by their master to invite people    
  to a banquet, they are surprised at the results.  

TOPIC: Suitable for Thanksgiving. 

STYLE:  Dramatic.    

TIME:   12min. 

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 14: 15-24 

CAST:  2 actors on stage  
   - Eli (M) servant in the house of a wealthy home owner 
   - Miriam (F) servant in the house of a wealthy home owner 
  3 actors in the audience 
   - Fortius (M) a Roman Centurion (in the congregation with script) 
   - Sophia (F) wife of a vineyard owner (in the congregation with script) 
   - Eve (F) a widow (in the congregation with script) 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

Miriam and Eli are preparing to go out on the orders of their master. 

MIRIAM: Hurry up, Eli. We’ve got a lot of work to do and not much time to do it. 

ELI:  Coming, Miriam. Just let me get my buttons done up here. Jeepers, you’d   
  think the old man was inviting the Emperor himself to this banquet. Hustle,   
  hustle, hustle. Boy, does that man ever rest? 

MIRIAM: Actually, no. I don’t think he ever does. He’s very ambitious and not a bit   
  patient. He wants everything done his way, and now! It’s a wonder he keeps   
  his servants as long as he does. And if we don’t get a move on, we may not   
  be long for our jobs, either. Now, where is the list of guests? Have you got it? 

ELI:  Here it is. Let’s see. Who’s on it? Whoa, this is a very impressive list. Fortius,   
  the head centurion. Abimelech the vineyard owner, and his dear wife Sofia.   
  You can go and visit them, and give the invitation. Their dog bit me the last   
  time I went there. 

MIRIAM: I’ll go there if you go visit Fortius. I get nervous around him. OK? Who else   
  do we need to find? Let’s see. Oh, there’s Eve, the widow. 
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ELI:  Miriam, it would be my pleasure to go and visit the poor widow and invite   
  her family to dinner. 

MIRIAM: And her lovely daughter, Rachel, no doubt! 

ELI:  Now that you mention it, I do recall a certain young woman living in this   
  house. 

MIRIAM: OK, Eli. Go ahead. But just behave yourself. Let’s go, then, and meet back   
  here at three o’clock. 

ELI:  That’s a deal. Off we go. 

Miriam and Eli go in different directions. Miriam goes to the center, knocks, Sophia comes forward … 

MIRIAM: Good afternoon to you, madam Sophia, and to your husband, Mr.    
  Abimilech. With sincere greetings from my master, I kindly offer you an   
  invitation to dinner at the home this evening. I can assure you of the most   
  delicious food, elegant company and favorable conversation. 

SOPHIA: Sorry, my husband just bought a piece of land. He’s way too excited about   
  that. We really can’t come now. Another time, perhaps. Gotta go. Bimmy,   
  wait for me. Don’t start the wagon yet. 

Sophia exits.  

MIRIAM: My, they seem in a hurry. I hope Eli has more luck. 

Eli goes to centre, knocks, Fortius comes forward… 

ELI:  Mr. Fortius, sir, I have an invitation for you to attend dinner this evening at   
  the home of my master. My apologies for the late notice, but everything is   
  ready. May I tell him you will attend? 

FORTIUS: Sorry, but you see I’m about ready to retire from the army. Just this morning I 
  finally bought five yoke of oxen. I can’t leave them. I need to finish building   
  a pen for them. Another time, perhaps. Gotta go. 

Fortius exits. 

ELI:  I don’t think the master is going to be too pleased with this. Alright. Last one   
  on the list is - Oh goody, Ms. Eve and her lovely daughter, Rachel.  

Straightens his tie, runs his fingers through his hair, knocks on the door. Eve comes forward… 

ELI:  Ms. Eve? Thank you for a moment of your time. My master has kindly sent   
  me with an invitation for you and your daughter - Rachel, I believe is her   
  name, to come to dinner this evening. And a fine evening it will be.    

 12



  Wonderful food, all prepared. Stimulating company. Shall I say you will   
  come? 

EVE:  Sorry, young man, I just can’t go. Really, I am so beside myself with joy.   
  (Giggling)… you see, I just got married. This morning. After all those years of   
  being on my own, raising my daughter, this wonderful man came into my   
  life, and I - well, I’m sure you understand. This is my honeymoon. Another   
  time, perhaps. 

Eve exits. 

ELI:  (hanging his head) This is turning out badly for everyone. Me especially. Oh dear.   
  What will I tell the master? 

Eli and Miriam meet in the center. 

MIRIAM: Well, Eli, how did it go? Is your friend Rachel coming to dinner? 

ELI:  No, and neither is her mother. Seems her mother got married today. And the   
  same with Mr. Fortius. Seems like he married a bunch of cows. Any better   
  luck with you? 

MIRIAM: Zero out of one. Looks like you and me have a lot of eating to do. 

ELI:  Don’t count on it. I dread telling the boss what happened. Come on, let’s get 
  it over with. 

Eli and Miriam turn their backs to the congregation for a moment, then around again. 

MIRIAM: That turned out better than we might have hoped. At least we have our jobs. 

ELI:  Barely. Holy Moses, was that guy ever mad! But what a strange bit of work   
  he gave us now. “Go out into the streets and bring in the poor, the crippled,   
  the lame and the blind.” 

MIRIAM: I guess he has a bigger heart than I imagined. 

ELI:  And a lot of food. Well, let’s get to it. 

They walk into the congregation, asking members if they would like to come to the banquet. “There’s lots of room 

and lots of food.” After a while, come back to the front. 

MIRIAM: That should just about do it. Though I don’t imagine it will be the same kind   
  of clientele as the first list. They’re not a very well-mannered lot. 

ELI:   All I can say is the master got who he asked for. Let’s hope he’s satisfied this   
  time. 

They turn around, pause, then turn back to the centre. 
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ELI:  I can’t believe this. We have to go and get more. Into the roads and lanes.   
  The back alleys. The homeless shelters. Street people. Beggars. 

MIRIAM: That is a pretty wide-open invitation, isn’t it? Say, Eli. I wonder. I’ve been   
  thinking about this since the master sent us out the second time. I remember 
  something the rabbi said last Sabbath at worship. 

ELI:  You go to synagogue? Good for you. 

MIRIAM: You should come sometime. But the rabbi was talking about the prophets,   
  and how sad it is that some feast while others starve in a world of plenty. He   
  felt that God shared that sadness, but that what gave God the greatest joy   
  was when all shared in the banquet. He said was that there should never be   
  any special seats of honor and that all were children of God. 

ELI:  I like that. Come on, let’s invite the rest of the community to the feast.   
  Friends, would you like to come to the thanksgiving banquet?  

 OPTIONAL: Holds up a sign “Thank you. We’d love to come!” 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

(c) Copyright  Jim Hatherly. 
This play is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution, Non-Commercial, Share-Alike license. Some rights are reserved. For the full license visit visit   http://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/ca/. A donation of equivalent to $10.00 Cdn. to the United Church of Canada Mission and Service Fund for use of this 

work is suggested. Please visit www.united-church.ca/msfunds 
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Thanksgiving Nic-Nacs 
by Glenn A. Hascall 

SYNOPSIS: Several characters used for decoration at Thanksgiving are finding    
  themselves very ungrateful for their place in life. In a humorous way they   
  learn that they have much to re-learn about being grateful. Suitable for either 
  live cast or puppets. 

TIME:  6-8 mins 

CAST:  7 actors 
  - Mrs Pilgrim 
  - Mr Pilgrim 
  - Pilgrim Leader 
  - Indian #1 
  - Indian #2 
  - Pumpkin 
  - Bob 

SETTING: A cardboard box – possibly refrigerator – with large, crudely written 
  “Thanksgiving nic-nacs” on the side facing the audience. It may work best to 
  have the box on a side of the stage where cast can enter through the box   
  without being seen. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

MRS. PILGRIM: (Walks on stage from box) I can’t believe how cramped it is in that box.  

MR. PILGRIM:  (Walks out rubbing neck along with remaining cast) Talk about a pain in the neck.  

INDIAN # 1:   And the lady’s so particular about packing. It’s a wonder we could   
   breathe.  

INDIAN # 2:   We should sue for mistreatment.  

PILGRIM LEADER:  Settle down, we should be thankful we’re being remembered once   
   again.  

PUMPKIN:   You HAVE to say that – you’re our leader. The only colors we see are   
   brown, yellow and orange. Just once I’d like to see green.  
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MRS. PILGRIM:  Does jello salad count? I don’t remember making a mint green salad   
   that first Thanksgiving (everyone chuckles).  

PUMPKIN:   (Said without humor) Ha – Ha – You are so funny...  

INDIAN # 1:   I don’t know whether you are aware of it or not – but YOU ARE   
   ORANGE?  

PUMPKIN:   I am? No wonder I get put away until Thanksgiving. Oh, what I   
   wouldn’t give to be a Kiwi fruit. To live in the days of fun and sun   
   doing whatever it is that Kiwis do.  

INDIAN # 2:   This really is worse than being a toy. At least they get to be played   
   with more than once a year.  

MR. PILGRIM:  While we sit in a box gathering dust.  

MRS. PILGRIM:  It is so unfair.  

PILGRIM LEADER:  Have we so quickly forgotten what Thanksgiving is all about?  

MRS. PILGRIM:  Sure, it’s an excuse for people to get together and eat more than they   
   should.  

INDIAN # 1:   Then fall asleep watching football.  

INDIAN # 2:   Forgetting all about us.  

PUMPKIN:   (Upset) Eating my relatives.  

MR. PILGRIM:  Then they get upset because, no matter how hard they try to be   
   grateful…  

MRS. PILGRIM:  There’s always the day after Thanksgiving sales and the dads are left   
   home with the kids.  

PUMPKIN:   And we are utterly forgotten.  

INDIAN # 1:   Completely...  

INDIAN # 2:   Absolutely...  

MRS. PILGRIM:  Totally...  

PUMPKIN:   Entirely...  

MR. PILGRIM:  Without fail.  
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PUMKIN:   I didn’t even get a Christmas card last year – or an apology for the   
   mistreatment of my fellow pumpkins.  

PILGRIM LEADER:  But ...  

BOB:    (Off Stage. Once the actors hear his voice they quickly walk back into the box) This is   
   going to be a wonderful Thanksgiving. While Carla is off getting the   
   fixin’s for our Thanksgiving feast, I think I’ll work at getting out the   
   trimmings here at home. It’s so nice that the kids can come home for   
   the holiday. The house seems so alive when they’re here. And Carla   
   does have a way of making the place feel homey and comfortable.  

Phone rings. 

BOB:    (Picks phone up) Hello (Pause) Oh, hi Shelly. How’s my eldest daughter?   
   (Pause) No, she’s not here right now, she’ll be back pretty soon. (Pause)   

   All right, what bit of news will make my day? (Pause) Really? (Excitedly   

   hangs up). 

   Wow, a baby. This is so wonderful. I’m going to be a grandpa. (Phone   

   rings) Hello. (Pause) Didn’t you just call? (Pause) I did? I just hung up on   
   you? (Pause) I guess I’m a little excited. Oh, Shelly, your mother is   
   going to be beside herself. When is the baby due? I just know she’s   
   going to ask. (Pause) I love you, kiddo and I can’t wait to see you for   
   Thanksgiving. (Pause) Tell Tom hi. Oh, and the baby. (Pause) Yes, I know   
   the baby is still inside, but tell the baby hi anyway. (Pause) See ya   
   Wednesday. (Pause) Is it OK to hang up the phone this time? OK. Bye-  
   bye hun. (Hang phone up) Another reason to be thankful. Oh, I can’t wait   
   to see Carla’s face when I tell her that she is going to be a grandma.   
   (Wide smile as he leaves stage).  

Characters again walk out of box. 

MRS. PILGRIM:  How do you like that? He didn’t even take us out of the box.  

MR. PILGRIM:  He talked about Thanksgiving, but never mentioned us.  

INDIAN # 1:   How rude.  

INDIAN # 2:   There should be a law.  

PUMPKIN:   Power to the Pumpkin!  

PILGRIM LEADER:  (Upset) Weren’t you listening to what he was saying?  

PUMPKIN:   Uh, no – I guess I was still back on that pumpkin pie thing.  
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MRS. PILGRIM:  What do you mean?  

PUMPKIN:   I mean that while you guys ate the meal – my relatives were the meal   
   if you know what I mean.  

MRS. PILGRIM:  No, what does he mean? (points to the Pilgrim Leader)  

PUMPIN:   Oh, never mind.  

PILGRIM LEADER:  We should be grateful that they remember us at all. Thanksgiving has   
   more to do with being grateful for what God in His generosity has   
   provided than with remembering Pilgrims, Indians and Pumpkins.  

PUMPKIN:   What are you saying?  

PILGRIM LEADER:  I’m saying that we could learn a lot from Bob. Thanksgiving is best   
   observed by people who appreciate what God has done for them.  

All characters seem genuinely contrite.  

PUMPKIN:   So I should be grateful that my ancestors were pie fillers?  

PILGRIM LEADER:  Perhaps you should be grateful that you are not!  

PUMPKIN:   (Looks like he’s going to say something – changes his mind, shuts his mouth and then points at   

   the Leader before saying) The nic-nac makes sense.  

MRS. PILGRIM:  I guess we have been a little ungrateful.  

MR. PILGRIM:  A little?  

MRS. PILGRIM:  OK, a lot.  

INDIAN # 1:   I guess we could be grateful that there aren’t more pieces crammed   
   into that box.  

INDIAN # 2:   I know I’m grateful for that.  

PILGRIM LEADER:  (Smiles) You’re getting the idea.  

MRS. PILGRIM:  I guess I should be grateful that I don’t have to go shopping the day   
   after Thanksgiving looking like this.  

MR. PILGRIM:  And I can be grateful for such a sensible wife.  

PILGRIM LEADER:  Isn’t it funny that even we have to re-learn what Thanksgiving is all   
   about?  

PUMPKIN:   You think that’s funny? You’ve got a weird sense of humor, mister.  
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BOB:    (Off stage) Where is my brain? I forgot about unloading the nic-nac box.  

Characters file back into the box as Bob walk out on stage. 

I guess Shelly’s call made me think of other – more important 
things. (Looks at the box) You know, I’m not sure that’s spelled right. 
(Looks around stage) Let’s see, where’s that bag that Carla brought home 
last night, - let’s see what did she say, (Pretends to talk like Carla) “I just 
realized we have Pilgrims and Indians, and we have pumpkin and 
even a cornucopia, but we don’t have a turkey – so I bought 
one.” (Looks around) Ah, and here it is – although I’m not sure how 
she’s going to fit it into the box.  

Characters in the box groan in unison. 

BOB:   (Looks off stage past the box) Is that you Carla? (Walks off stage in that direction)  

BOX CAST:   (From inside box overlapping each other) I’m lobbying for my own apartment.   
   Does this place come with comment cards? Could you possibly move 
   your elbow? Ooops, I think I’m bruising. This can’t be good. Haven’t   
   they ever heard of bubble wrap? (Pause)  

BOB:    (Peaks head onto stage) That’s funny, I thought I heard something. Must   
   have been my imagination. (Looks at the nic nac box) Good night nic nacs.   
   (Leaves stage and shuts off lights)  

BOX CAST:   Good night, Bob.  

Fade to black. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Copyright 2003 by Glenn A. Hascall. Should you use this script, would you be so kind as to let us know of its use? glenn.hascall@gmail.com 
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A Tale Of Two Thanksgivings  

by Kathy Applebee 

SYNOPSIS:   While shooting a modern day Thanksgiving scene a director chooses   
   the second "take" that emphasizes giving to others. 

CAST:    5 actors 
   - Mother   
   - Child #1 
   - Child #2 
   - Father   
   - Director 

TIME:   5 min 

COSTUME/PROPS: - Street clothes  
   - Movie Clapper Board 

DIRECTORS NOTES: Movie set of a home. Mother, father, two kids getting ready for   
   Thanksgiving dinner. Father pantomimes reading, mother is cooking,   
   two children are helping set the table, etc. during both halves of the   
   skit. Actions should stay consistent with both run- throughs. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

SCRIPT 

DIRECTOR: Places please. (Cast moves into position) Lights! Camera! Action!  

FATHER: (Reading the newspaper) How close are we to dinner? I don’t want to miss the   
  football game afterward.  

MOTHER: It won’t be long. I’m just waiting for the pies. (Children get big grins)  

FATHER: One for you three, and two all for me! (Children scowl at father)  

MOTHER: Set the table now, kids. We need six places.  

CHILD #1: Six?  

FATHER: Yeah, one for each of you and three for me. I intend to pig out.  

CHILD #2: Should we use the good china?  

MOTHER: No sense doing that when it’s just family. 
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FATHER: (Reading from paper) Listen to this “Approximately 2 in every nine people will   
  have no Thanksgiving dinner or will have to go to a shelter to have one”. I’m 
  glad we have our own dinner.  

CHILD #1: All this food - just for us.  

MOTHER: Even with the turkey, stuffing, potatoes, gravy, cranberries, green beans,   
  squash, cheddar biscuits and pies with whipped cream I can’t help feeling   
  something is missing. Maybe I should have made cranberry bread or that   
  cranberry Jell-O your mom used to do.  

FATHER: I don’t know what it could be but we can always add it next year.  

DIRECTOR: Cut! (Thinking) I don’t like the “feel”. Let’s try it the other way. (Cast nods and takes   

  places) And Action!  

FATHER:  (Reading the newspaper) How close are we to dinner? I don’t want to miss the   
  fellowship when our guests arrive.  

MOTHER: It won’t be long. I’m just waiting for the pies. We’ll have plenty of time to   
  talk with Betty and James.  

FATHER:  Which pie are we sending over to the Wilson’s?  

MOTHER:  They’re all pumpkin so it doesn’t matter. Set the table now, kids. We need six 
  places.  

CHILD #1:  Six? 

FATHER:  Yeah, one for each of us and two for our guests.  

CHILD #2:  Should we use the good china?  

MOTHER:  Of course. We’re having company.  

FATHER:  (Reading from paper) Listen to this “Approximately 2 in every nine people will   
  have no Thanksgiving dinner or will have to go to a shelter to have one”. I’m 
  glad we thought to invite Betty and James.  

CHILD #1:  Yes, they would have had no one to celebrate with since Betty is a widow   
  and James is in the Navy and a long way from home.  

MOTHER:  I can’t help feeling this is going to be the best Thanksgiving ever.  

CHILD #2:  You mean because of the turkey, stuffing, potatoes, gravy, cranberries, green   
  beans, squash, cheddar biscuits and pies with whipped cream?  

MOTHER:  No, because we included the most important ingredient - love.  
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DIRECTOR:  Cut! I think we got it right this time. That’s a wrap. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

© 2005 Kathy Applebee May be used freely to teach, preach and glorify God. More royalty free Christian Drama skits can be 

found at my Fools for Christ website at http://tiny.cc/rkaz2. Find interactive Bible games at http://guest.portaportal.com/
applebeebible 
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Thanksgiving / Harvest Festival  
Written by Michelle Fogg/revised by Caitlin Allen 

SYNOPSIS: The Bible says we should be content in all circumstances, and always thank   
  the Lord for his provision, but sometimes we focus on what we haven’t got   
  and feel envy instead of gratitude.  

CAST:  2 actors, 1 off-stage voice 

TIME:  3-5 min 

SCRIPTURE: Mal. 3:8-12, Mat. 6:25, Phil. 4:6, Phil. 4:12, Heb 13:5.  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

SCRIPT 

Table with a radio on it, playing the song “Count Your Blessings”. Michelle walks in with two supermarket shopping 

bags, turns radio off, and starts unpacking shopping.  

MICHELLE: (taking carrots out of a bag and counting them) One, two, three, four, five. 

Mark walks on to stage. He can’t see what Michelle is doing so as he is walking towards her he asks his question.  

MARK:  (cheerily) Are you counting your blessings?!  

Mark sits down. 

MICHELLE:  (straight faced) No. Carrots. I’ve got 5, that should be enough. My mum wants   
  them to make a carrot cake.  

MARK:  You could combine the two, counting blessings and carrots, by thanking the   
  Lord for carrots!  

MICHELLE:  I could do, but I’m not going to. Carrots are disgusting, I don’t know why the 
  Lord invented them.  

Mark comments as each following item is unpacked from shopping bag.  

MARK:  OK, so thank the Lord for chocolate cookies!  

MICHELLE:  They’re not the ones I wanted. They’d run out, so these are my second   
  choice.  

MARK:  You could still say thank you  

MICHELLE:  I’m not feeling very thankful. Didn’t you hear me? I said they’re not the ones   
  I wanted.  
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MARK:  Thank the Lord for your daily bread then...  

MICHELLE:  This isn’t for me, is it? Do you know how fattening bread is? I’ve got these   
  rice cakes – and don’t even think of asking me to thank God for these. They   
  are not nice, and it’s not fair that I should have to eat them, when you can   
  stuff your face with bread!  

MARK:  Coffee! You have to be thankful for coffee!  

MICHELLE:  Well I might be if I was allowed to buy the fancy coffee, but, no, you prefer   
  the stuff in the red container...  

MARK:  (sighs) I’ll put the news on (turns TV on).  

Michelle continues to quietly unpack shopping, glancing at the TV now and then.  

NEWSREADER: (speaking in a microphone offstage) This is the news at midday. Poverty, food   
  insecurity, undernutrition and income inequality remain high in Kenya.    
  While above average rainfall has slightly improved food security conditions   
  after years of drought, the intense rainfall has lead to severe flooding and   
  crop loss. (Sept 2018) 

  Currently 46% of the Kenyan population live on less than 1 US dollar a day.   
  36.5% are food insecure and 35% of children under 5 are chronically   
  malnourished, causing their growth to be stunted. (Sept 2018) 

  Meanwhile, in the US, the 2016 UC Census Bureau estimated that 43.1   
  million Americans live in poverty. 15.6 million households struggle to   
  provide enough food and water for all their family members. Thankfully   
  there are programs that help, and the Supplemental Nutrition Program is   
  one of them… (voice trails off) (Sept 2018) 

MICHELLE:  (turns TV off) I suppose coffee from the red container isn’t that bad...  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

© Copyright Michelle Fogg, all rights reserved. This script may be performed free of charge, on the condition that copies 

are not sold for profit in any medium, including books, CDs and on the Internet. Authorship of Michelle Fogg should be 

acknowledged on any free copies made. http://www.richmondparkchurch.org.uk/ This © Copyright notice must remain with 

this document at all times. 
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SCRIPTURE



Praise The Lord 
Isaiah 37 & 45 

SYNOPSIS: A choral reading based on Isaiah 37 & 45 

CAST:  2 readers. ALL can be readers or congregation.  

TIME:  1 min 

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 37; Isaiah 45 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

READER 1: From the rising of the sun to the place of its setting 

READER 2: Let me know there is none beside our God. 

ALL:  He is the Lord and there is no other.  

READER 1: God made the earth and created mankind upon it. 

READER 2: His own hands stretched out the heavens. 

ALL:  He marshaled the starry hosts. 

READER 1: He created the heavens. 

ALL:  He is God! 

READER 2: He fashioned and made the earth.  

ALL:  He founded it. 

READER 1: The Lord did not create it to be empty. 

READER 2: But formed it to be inhabited. 

ALL:  He is the Lord, and there is no other.  

READER 1: Turn to Him and be saved, all you ends of the earth; 

ALL:  For He is God, and there is no other. 

READER 1: Before God every knee will bow. 

READER 2: By Him every tongue will swear. 

ALL:  In the Lord alone are righteousness and strength. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Responsive Reading for Thanksgiving 
by Steve Brown 

SYNOPSIS: A choral reading on giving thanks to God in all circumstances and for all   
  reasons.  

CAST:  2 readers. All can be readers or congregation.  

TIME:  2 min 

SCRIPTURE: Phil 4:6, Psa 17:7, Psa 28:7, Col 3:15, 1 The 5:16-18, Heb 13:15-16,  
  Rev 7:11-12, 1 Cor 15:57 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

SCRIPT 

READER 1: Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
  with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

ALL:  I will give thanks to the Lord because of his righteousness and will sing   
  praise to the name of the Lord Most High. 

READER 2: We are also thankful today because God is our strength and shield. 

ALL:  The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am   
  helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to Him in song.  

READER 1: Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body   
  you were called to peace.  And be thankful.  

READER 2: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one   
  another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs   
  with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

READER 1: And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the   
  Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

READER 2: Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this   
  is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  
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ALL:  Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise   
  - the fruit of lips that confess his name.  And do not forget to do good and to   
  share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  

READER 1: All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and   
  the four living creatures.  They fell down on their faces before the throne and 
  worshiped God, saying: “Amen! 

READER 2: Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength   
  be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

ALL:  Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version, Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible 

Society.  Used by permission of International Bible Society 
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SONGS



_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Songs 

FAST  
Good for Hip Hop/Contemporary/Jazz/Etc. 

Blessings - Lecrae  

Bless You - Beckah Shae   

Counting Every Blessing - Rend Collective 

We’re Blessed - Fred Hammond 

Multiplied - Need To Breathe 

 
MODER ATE/SLOW  

Good for Modern/Contemporary/Ballet/Etc. 
Blessings - Laura Story 

Fullness - Elevation Worship  

Give Thanks To God - Housefires 

 
PR AISE &  WORSHIP 

Jesus At The Center - Israel Houghton 

Blessed Assurance - Elevation Worship  

Blessed Be Your Name - Matt Redman 

10,000 Reasons - Matt Redman 

Thank You Jesus - Hillsong Worship 

Thank You Lord - Paul Baloche 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 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VIDEOS/  
VISUAL MEDIA



Videos 
This year I challenged myself to find videos that are available on Youtube completely free of charge. So enjoy these videos that you 

DON’T HAVE TO PAY FOR! You can find more church-focused videos from companies such as Motion Worship, The SkitGuys, Shift 
Worship, etc. However, you do need to purchase videos from these sites to obtain a viewing license. The videos below are on Youtube 

and are covered by a Creative Commons license.  

We Asked Homeless People: What Are You Thankful For? 
Wally Show 
VIDEO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5m32l_gFa8 
TIME: 3:15 
This time of year, everyone is always asking "what are you thankful for?" This year 
we wanted to do something a little different... so we hit the streets and asked 
homeless people what they thought about Thanksgiving. 
 

Worship Intro 
2/18 Media 
VIDEO: https://youtu.be/kz9DLHpwm_o 
TIME: 1:25 
A nice worship intro using the words of Psalm 95 and a mellow instrumental by 
Bethel Music.  

 
 
Thanksgiving Video Thank Him 
Worship House Media 
VIDEO: https://youtu.be/F-iKRY1L-30 
TIME: 1:21 
As Thanksgiving Day approaches, sometimes it seems that the preparation for the 
day takes over the real meaning for celebrating it.  As we sit around a table filled 
with food, family, and friends, let's stop and take a moment and thank Him. 

Kids Teach Us How To Say Thank You 
BuzzFeedVideo 
VIDEO: https://youtu.be/AHvd9ccixvI 
TIME: 2:41 
How do you say THANK YOU? Target and kids send thanks for helping the Kids In 
Need Foundation.  A very cute video looking at how simple it is for children to 
say thank you to those they love - we could learn from them.  

Focal Point Thanksgiving Video 
Focal Point Church/Cristy Trevino 
VIDEO: https://youtu.be/9YpNJxU7l-A 
TIME: 3:39 
This is a nice reminder of what we can be thankful for even in the annoying, 
discouraging or upsetting moments in life.  
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Visual Media 
Church Motion Graphics is a great website for resources for visual presentations. They provide a number of 
free downloads for you to use. Below are some examples of each option and where you can find them on 

the website. 

STILL BACKGROUNDS ll FREE RESOURCES 
https://shop.churchmotiongraphics.com/still 

 

 
 

TITLES ll FREE RESOURCES 
https://shop.churchmotiongraphics.com/still/search/stilltitles
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