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It’s that time of year again! Life is getting busy preparing for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, so to take some of the stress off your 
plate I have found and gathered a bunch of different creative 
resources for you to use in your Thanksgiving services.  

In this booklet you will find monologues, skits, scripture 
presentations, song suggestions for dance and praise and worship, 
as well as visual media and videos to help add a little something 
special.  

As always, I am here for you! Please let me know if there is 
something specific you would like/need and if I can help out in 
anyway. I am happy to come and lead rehearsals, participate in 
worship, make something specific, anything!  

Enjoy these resources, and don’t forget to thank God for His 
blessings even amidst this chaotic season of life. 

Caitlin xx 

For the ministry of this [offering] is not only supplying the needs of [God’s people] but is 
also overflowing through many expressions of thanksgiving to God.  

 
- 2 Corinthians 9:12 
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MONOLOGUES



___________Thanksgiving Address___________ 
By Bob Snook 

SYNOPSIS:  A short adaptation of President Lincoln’s Proclamation of Thanksgiving.  

TOPIC:  Thanksgiving, Honoring God 

SCRIPTURE:  N/A 

CAST:  President Abraham Lincoln 
  Announcer (minimal lines)  

TIME:   2 mins 
__________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

ANNOUNCER: Ladies and gentlemen, the president of the United States. (motions for   
  audience to rise) 

LINCOLN: (enters) Please, be seated. (crosses to podium, reads) It is the duty of nations, as well  
  as of men, to owe their dependence upon the overruling power of God. To  
  confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured  
  hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon. And to   
  recognize the sublime truth announced in the Holy  Scriptures--and proven  
  by all history--that those nations are blessed whose God is the Lord. 

  We know that by His divine law, nations like individuals are subject to  
  punishments and chastisements in this world. May we not justify fear that  
  the awful calamity of Civil War, which now desolates the land, may be a  
  punishment inflicted upon us for our presumptuous sins--to the needful end  
  of our national reformation as a whole people? 

  We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven. We have  
  been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity. We have grown in 
  numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. 

  But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which  
  preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us.  
  And we have vainly imagined in the deceitfulness of our hearts that all these 
  blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. 

  Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to  
  feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace--too proud to pray to  
  the God that made us. 
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  It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently  
  and gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole 
  American people. 

  I do, therefore, invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States,  
  and also those who are at sea, and those who are sojourning in foreign  
  lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November as a day of  
  thanksgiving and praise to our benevolent Father who dwelleth in the   
  heavens. (exits) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

©2013 Bob Snook. Conditions for use: 

Do not sell any part of this script, even if you rewrite it. Pay no royalties, even if you make money from performances. You may 
reproduce and distribute this script freely, but all copies must contain this copyright statement. 

http://www.bobsnook.org  email: bob@bobsnook.org 

- Divisional Creative Resources -  6

http://www.bobsnook.org/
mailto:bob@bobsnook.org


_______________Thank You_______________ 
by Nate Bernard 

SYNOPSIS:  A spoken word piece challenging us to reconsider what being thankful in all 
  circumstances really means. 

TOPIC:  Thankfulness, Gratitude 

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 5:20 

CAST:  1 actor 

TIME:   2 mins 
__________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

Thank you. 

Maybe we have forgotten what these words are about 

Because we throw the phrase around  

And it seems to come out 

When we don't really mean it 

Thank you for my latte 

Thank you for my ticket  

Thank you for your contribution even though we really expect it  

A lot of times we’re not really thankful 

Just polite 

But we still say it  

Because to remain silent just doesn't seem right 

And how true that may be 

But I tell you 

Saying thank you without thankfulness is simply just an offense  

Toward the one who made all that we see 

But do not be troubled for there is a resolution  

For there is one who for our crime suffered the execution 

And maybe we can start there 

For Christ gave us His life  

And He didn't even care if we said 

Thank you 
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And yet maybe we should 

Be thankful for the hard times 

The bad days  

And the good 

For our days are numbered 

So don't you think it best to simply thank God for the air that enters and exits your chest 

So when you say thank you take just a minute to pause 

Remember that Jesus gave His life for the cause  

Of your freedom 

And the effect of your love 

And all of this is the bare minimum of what He has to offer 

Don’t just count your blessings 

Count your hardships and your trouble 

For every hardship is a victory waiting to rise up from the rubble 

And God’s character comes on those who have His approval 

So rejoice that in your hardship there is a removal of your weakness 

And a replacement called His strength 

Don’t just be thankful for what you can do  

Be thankful for what you can’t 

Because God is with you in your weakness 

So what does it truly mean to be thankful this thanksgiving?  

It means rejoicing that we believe in a truth that’s worth believing 

Remember that we are not promised tomorrow 

And that every day 

Every person 

Every struggle 

Every sunrise and sunset  

Every little thing  

And every blessing that we get 

Are worthy of truly saying thank you 
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_____________Blessing Dressing_____________  

by Lawrence & Andrea Enscoe 

SYNOPSIS:  A humorous monologue that uses some interesting visual aids to talk about  
  the nature of God’s blessings in our lives.  

TOPIC:  Thankfulness, Gratitude 

SCRIPTURE:  Jonah 2:9, 1 Timothy 4:4-5 

CAST:  1 actor 

TIME:   2 mins 

PRODUCTION NOTES:  
  The sketch is built around a cooking show and calls for a real bought turkey  
  and actual stuffing. This is not a monologue for the squeamish. However you 
  can make a turkey out of a large brown paper bag with cut paper legs.  

  Julia is written to be delivered fast. It’s as if she only has a limited time for  
  her program, and so she tosses her cooking advice right into the mix of her  
  discussion about God. Let her character plow right through. The humor is in  
  the speed.  
__________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

JULIA:  Good morning and welcome to “The Gospel Gourmet”. I’m Julia Kidd. I  
  know what you’re thinking. Thanksgiving will soon rear its gobbling, sage- 
  and-parsley sprinkled little head, and I dedicate this show to those of us who 
  sometimes have a little trouble with the thanks part of Thanksgiving.  

Pats the turkey.  

  Let’s start at the bottom shall we? This little fellow, who so bravely agreed to  
  be on our show this morning, represents us. Well, alright, maybe this looks  
  like some of us long about May when we haven’t seen the sun since   
  October, hmmm?  

Begins pushing handfuls of stuffing into the bird.  

  The stuffing I have here represents all the blessings of God. We call it Julia’s  
  Blessing Dressing. By the way, this is lovely chestnut stuffing, which I  
  whipped up just before you joined me, that’s how easy it is. You’ll need  
  chestnuts – always use fresh not canned because you’re worth it – butter,  
  chicken stock, celery, onions, apricots, sage, parsley and eggs. A lovely  
  holiday stuffing that takes about half an hour. Anyway, as I said, this stuffing  
  is the blessings of God. And see where they are going? Right inside the bird.  
  In fact, filling up the bird, as it were. Now, the bird has two ways of looking  
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  at this sudden inrush of wonderful blessing, doesn’t he? Either he can   
  believe that he is filling himself up with this lovely stuffing that will be the  
  hit of any Thanksgiving meal – and you can trust me on that –or he can  
  believe that he has nothing to do with it, doesn’t deserve it, and the dressing  
  is being prepared and placed inside him by someone else. Let’s test out both 
  theories.  

JULIA pushes the stuffing bowl toward the bird.  

  Come on Henry – we’ve taken to calling him Henry around the studio – fill  
  yourself up with Blessing Dressing! By the way, this delightful stuffing recipe  
  makes about 12-14 cups and can fill a 14-pound turkey. As you can see our  
  poultry pal has made no moves toward the bowl. You might say “Of course,  
  Julia, he has made no moves towards the bowl because the bird is dead”.  
  Well, I ask you, as we any better off if we turn away from the blessings of  
  God? I have used Henry specifically because I believe we are as unable to  
  pull down the blessing of God with our own wings as Henry is.  

  But God is gracious , and He fills us up with good things that make us  
  aromatic and flavorful, not dull, tough, and dry. Especially if you don’t  
  overcook but roast at a constant, moderate oven of 325 degrees for four and  
  one-half to five hours for a 12 to 16-pound turkey, do not add water, and  
  baste only once or twice with fat or dripings in the pan. 

Wipes her hands. Smiles.  

  So, this is Julia Kidd saying, if it’s between thanking yourself for what you  
  have done and thanking God, don’t be a goose, which we’ll be talking about 
  next week. I have a lovely Danish roast goose with tart apples and prunes  
  that is to die for. Until then, make sure you say grace and save the beaters  
  for me. Bye-bye.  

Blackout.  
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_____________Grat itude Games_____________ 
By Glenn A. Hascall 

SYNOPSIS:  A televised broadcast of the Gratitude Games pits contestants against each  
  other as they vie for top spot in the overall demonstration of gratitude. When 
  a grandma and her granddaughter stumble onto the field by accident   
  everyone learns something about being thankful. 

TOPIC:  Thankfulness, Gratitude 

SCRIPTURE:  N/A 

CAST:  10 characters  
       - Andy (M/F) - Dave (M) 
       - Mom (F)   - Jesse (M/F) 
       - Claire (F)  - Rudy (F) 
       - Kyle (M)  - Sam (M) 
       - Shaylee (F) - Grandma (F) 
  3 judges (hidden behind partition - can be cast members) 

TIME:   7-10 mins 

PROPS: - Score cards (one has the number 3 on it the whole time) 
  - 2 microphones for Andy and Dave 

__________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

(Sports theme music up and underneath the first few seconds of sketch)  

ANDY:  Welcome to the 49th annual Gratitude Games. I'm Andy Johnson.  

DAVE:  And I'm Dave Sherlock. You know Andy, this looks to be another great year  
  for gratitude. Our field of competitors have gathered from around the world  
  to compete in this years games.  

ANDY:  That's right, Dave. Competitors will be given a ruling by our panel of judges  
  based on their ability to express genuine gratitude under a variety of   
  situations.  

DAVE:  And as we've seen in previous competitions these games can bring out the  
  best and worst in our competitors. I remember last year when..  

(Mom & Child walk out on stage in normal clothing)  

ANDY:  Sorry to interrupt you Dave, but our first team has taken the field. The judges 
  have chosen a domestic setting with common mother-child struggles to  
  make this first challenge a tough one.  

DAVE:  It looks like they're ready. Let's listen in.  
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MOM:  Did you have a good day at school today, Jesse?  

JESSE:   (Friendly) Yeah, we're learning about world history and stuff. It's alright (Pause and 

  then disgruntled) for school I guess.  

ANDY:  Oh, Dave, that's got to hurt this team's overall standings  

DAVE:  That's right, Andy. Jesse went from positive gratitude to negative sarcasm in  
  only one sentence.  

MOM:  Your dad and I are so proud of you, Jesse. You're wonderful. (Pause) I'm  
  certain things will get better in school.  

JESSE:   Thanks Mom.  

(They exit the stage)  

ANDY:  You can tell this is a novice team here at the Gratitude Games.  

DAVE:  That's right Andy. In fact it's the first appearance for Mom and Jesse in these  
  games.  

ANDY:  They started slow but ended on a pretty good note. Let's see what the judges 
  had to say about their overall performance.  

(Signs are raised from behind a partition of some sort. Ratings should vary, but there should be one in each group that 
is 3 for every score)  

DAVE:  Awww, not a benchmark score, but at least this mother/child team has  
  something to build on.  

ANDY:  That’s the only good news here, Dave.  That slip of sarcasm had to hurt. Let's 
  hope Jesse learns from that mistake.  

(Claire & Rudy walk on stage)  

DAVE:  Claire and Rudy are making their way onto the field now.  

ANDY:  These two women have been friends for more than ten years and Clare just  
  helped Rudy move into a new apartment.  

DAVE:  Let's check in on the action.  

CLAIRE:  Your new place looks so nice.  

RUDY:  Thanks Claire, I couldn't have done it without you.  

CLAIRE:  You're welcome.  

RUDY:  Although I do wish you could have been a little more careful with my  
  things.  

CLAIRE:  (Defensive) What's there to be careful about? Your things look like garage sale  
  rejects.  

RUDY:  Look, I was just making a comment about how little respect you seem to  
  have for things that do not belong to you.  
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CLAIRE:  I didn't see anyone else willing to help you move. Believe me I've had more  
  fun watching the froth on a latte. (Walks off stage)  

RUDY:  Where are you going? (Follows her)  

DAVE:  These competitors might well be victims of the 'familiarity breeds contempt'  
  malady that affects many competitors who work closely with someone for a  
  long period of time.  

ANDY:  In any event, the judges are making their thoughts known, Dave.  

(Cards are raised with lower scores - one will still have the score 3)  

DAVE:  They started strong and ended weak. The scores reflect the negative tone of  
  the overall performance.  

(Kyle & Sam walk onto the stage)  

ANDY:  Dave, this is the first all male team in today's competition.  

DAVE:  This team has been working hard all year to demonstrate their own unique  
  brand of gratitude. Let's listen in.  

KYLE:   Hello, Sam. How are you?  

SAM:   Couldn't be better, thanks for asking.  

KYLE:   No problem, I've just learned that - no duty is more urgent than that of  
  returning thanks.  

SAM:   I've felt the same way for a long time - The very fact that a man is thankful  
  implies someone to be thankful to.  

KYLE:   You got that right - I mean, gratitude is born in hearts that take time to count  
  up past mercies.  

SAM:   Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of action.  

KYLE:   You know, it's not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them,  
  that is the true measure of our thanksgiving.  

ANDY:  These guys are shameless. We've seen a multitude of gratitude expressed in  
  our years of covering these games.  

DAVE:  But these guys are relying exclusively on quotes about gratitude instead of  
  expressing personal thankfulness.  

ANDY:  It's a shame, but that violates the rules of the gratitude games.  

DAVE:  Simply put, this team has been disqualified.  

(Shaylee and Grandma come onto stage)  

ANDY:  Wait, it looks like we have a new team taking the field.  

SHAYLEE: I'm so glad you brought me to these games, grandma.  

GRANDMA:  I'm glad you could come.  
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SHAYLEE:  I just like being with you.  

GRANDMA:  Well, thank you, Shaylee. I like being with you too.  

SHAYLEE:  There sure are a lot of people.  

GRANDMA:  That's true. They just want to see what gratitude really looks like.  

SHAYLEE:  You mean thankfulness?  

GRANDMA: That's right.  

SHAYLEE:  That's easy - thankfulness is a feeling that starts somewhere down around  
  your toes and bubbles up until it spills over your lips. It fills your brain and  
  you just can't help letting people know that what they do makes your day.  

GRANDMA:  Why, that's about the best description of thankfulness I've ever heard,  
  Shaylee. But you want to know something?  

SHAYLEE:  What Grandma?  

GRANDMA:  Thankfulness is also a choice.  

SHAYLEE:  What do you mean?  

GRANDMA:  Well, even when you're not happy you can still choose to be thankful.  

SHAYLEE:  Even when I don't feel like it?  

GRANDMA:  Especially if you don't feel like it.  

SHAYLEE:  Sometimes I just get so full of thanks it just leaks out all over the place.  

GRANDMA:  It's a privilege to have some spill over on me.  

SHAYLEE:  I love you grandma.  

GRANDMA:  I love you too, Shaylee. (Hug) Let's go see if we can find you some ice   
  cream.  

SHAYLEE:  (Excited) ICE CREAM!!! Wow, thanks, grandma. (They both walk off stage) 

DAVE:   (Excited)  This is amazing. I don't think I have ever seen such a perfect   
  gratitude routine in all my years covering these games.  

ANDY:  You know, you're right Dave. It seemed the interaction was so natural,  
  wholesome and heartfelt. It was almost as if they didn't even know we were  
  here.  

DAVE:  Let's see what the judges think.  

(All cards say 10 except for the card that says 3 - this card is flashed for a few seconds then pulled away and comes 
back with the 3 crossed out and a 10 written in its place) 

ANDY:  The lady and her granddaughter had such a natural way about them. They  
  almost seemed to have a heart of gratitude well before they took the field.  
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DAVE:  I can safely say, this is the best gratitude exhibition I have ever witnessed.  
  Let's see if we can't talk to the winners of this year's games.  

(Someone timidly leads the girl and her grandma toward the two announcers).  

ANDY:  Congratulations. You're the overwhelming winner of this year's Gratitude  
  Games. How did you prepare for the competition?  

GRANDMA:  What?  

DAVE:  You must have had some strategy.  

GRANDMA:  Strategy?  

SHAYLEE:  (Pulls on grandma's hand and grins) They think we were in the games.  

 (Andy and Dave look confused)  

ANDY:  You were part of the games.  

DAVE:  Weren't you?  

GRANDMA:  I was just trying to find the ice cream stand and must have gotten lost.  

SHAYLEE:  (Grinning) No wonder everyone was looking at us so funny.  

ANDY:  You mean to say you weren't contestants in today's games?  

GRANDMA:  My goodness, NO! The thought never entered my mind.  

DAVE:  Yet our judges gave you a perfect score. How do you explain it?  

SHAYLEE:  Oh that's easy. When you're really thankful you don't have to pretend -  

GRANDMA:  - it just spills out on other people. (They hug and walk off stage holding hands)  

ANDY:  An unexpected turn of events here at the Gratitude Games.  

DAVE:  You know, Andy, I think Shaylee summed it up best when she said, 
  "Thankfulness is a feeling that starts somewhere down around your toes and  
  bubbles up until it spills over your lips. It fills your brain and you just can't  
  help letting people know that what they do makes your day."  

ANDY:  That's all the time we have for this years broadcast, remember to keep  
  showing others how grateful you are.  

DAVE:  You'll both be glad you did.  

ANDY & DAVE: Thank you and good-bye.  

 (Music up)  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Copyright 2003 by Glenn A. Hascall  

Should you use this script would you be so kind as to let us know of its use? glenn.hascall@gmail.com 
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____________Terri And The Turkey____________ 
By Wade Bradford 

SYNOPSIS:  No one wants to be responsible for killing the turkey for the Thanksgiving  
  meal.  

TOPIC:  Thanksgiving, Thanksgiving Meal 

SCRIPTURE:  N/A 

CAST:  1 narrator and 8 actors 
  - Grandma  - Mom 
  - Grandpa  - Dad 
  - Tom Turkey  - Son  
  - Pig   - Terri 

TIME:   5 mins 

PROPS: Book for Terri 
  Optional - axe 
       - defibrillator  

SETTING:  Stage right - the humble home of Grandma and Grandpa 
  Stage left - the animal pen with the pig and turkey 

__________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

NARRATOR: Thanksgiving. A time of joy and celebration. Of food, relaxation, and family. 
  A day beloved by everyone. Everyone that is except… Tom Turkey! 

A Turkey named Tom walks on stage left, flapping his wings. 

TOM:  Gobble, gobble! 

On stage right, Grandma and Grandpa enter. Tom listens to them as they speak. 

GRANDMA:  I mashed the potatoes, I crammed the cranberries, I yammed the yams, and  
  now it’s time for you to do what you always do on Thanksgiving Day. 

GRANDPA:  Watch football? 

GRANDMA:  No! It’s time to prepare the turkey. 

TOM:   Prepare? That doesn’t sound so bad. 

GRANDMA:  Prepare? That’s such hard work! I have to pluck the feathers. 

TOM:   Ow! 

GRANDPA:  And pull out the innards. 
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TOM:   Eek! 

GRANDPA:  And toss him in the oven. 

TOM:   Oh my! 

GRANDMA:  But don’t forget. First you must chop off his head. 

TOM:   (Grabs his neck, fearful.) And all this time I thought I was going to be the guest of  
  honor. (PIG enters.) I’ve got to get out of here! These people are going to eat  
  me! 

PIG:   Oink, oink. Welcome to my world, buddy. 

GRANDPA:  Well, I guess I better get busy. 

A happy couple, Mom and Dad, enter. 

MOM and DAD: Hi Grandpa! 

MOM:  Happy Thanksgiving. 

DAD:   Is there anything we can do to help? 

GRANDPA:  I’m glad you asked that. Go out back and chop off the turkey’s head. 

DAD:   Oh. I was hoping you would have me set the table. 

GRANDPA:  Too bad. Get chopping! 

MOM:  Be brave dear. 

DAD:   But honey, you know the sight of blood makes me queasy. 

MOM:  I’m needed in the kitchen. 

DAD:   Well, sometimes a man has to do what a man has to do-- 

(A son and a daughter (Terri) enter.) 

DAD:   Make his kids do the work. 

SON:   Hey Dad, is dinner ready yet? 

DAD:   Son, this is a very special Thanksgiving because I’m giving you a very special 
  responsibility. I need you to chop off the turkey’s head. 

SON:   Gross! 

DAD:   And while you’re at it, pluck the feathers, take out the innards, and give it to  
  Grandma to put in the oven. 

SON:   But – but – but… 

DAD:   Have fun, son. 

The son turns to Terri, who has been engrossed in a book. 
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SON:   Terri! Hey bookworm! Did you hear what Dad just said to me? 

TERRI:  No, I was too busy reading my history book. 

SON:   You mean you didn’t hear a single word Dad said? 

TERRI:  No. What did he say? 

SON:   He wants you to kill the turkey. 

He pushes her toward the animal pen, then exits. Note: All of the other human characters have cleared the stage too. 

TERRI:  Well, I guess if we want a turkey dinner, someone has to do it. 

Optional: She picks up a prop ax – make sure its something safe. 

TERRI:  (Approaching Tom) Sorry, Mr. Turkey. The time has come. 

TOM:   I – I – I feel faint! 

The turkey starts to sway back and forth. He falls to the ground. 

TERRI:  Oh no! I think he’s having a heart attack! 

GRANDMA:  (Entering.) Who’s having a heart attack? 

TERRI:  (Checking the turkey’s pulse.) He doesn’t have a pulse. 

GRANDPA:  (Entering.) I don’t have a pulse? 

TERRI:  Not you, Grandpa. The turkey! 

DAD and MOM enter. 

DAD:   Terri, what are you doing? 

TERRI:  CPR. I learned it in health class. 

MOM:  She’s such a good student. 

SON:   (Entering.) What the heck is going on? 

TERRI:  I think it’s working. Live, Mr. Turkey! Live!!! 

(Optional: If you want to get really silly with this skit, the actress can pretend to use a defibrillator.) 

TOM:   (Coming back to life.) Gobble gobble! 

MOM:  You did it honey! 

DAD:   You saved his life. 

TERRI:  Yep. Now I guess I better cut off his head. 

GRANDMA:  Now wait, child. It just doesn’t seem right. 

TERRI:  You know, according to my history book, presidents such as Harry Truman 
  and John Kennedy have spared the lives of their turkeys. 
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  And since 1989, the white house has been granting a presidential pardon to  
  each live turkey that is presented to the president. Maybe this year we could  
  do the same kind of thing. 

GRANDMA:  I think that’s a lovely idea. After all, one of the many things we should be  
  thankful for is simply how many families have been able to have wonderful  
  Thanksgiving dinners all because of this noble bird. Besides we have many  
  other delicious foods we can eat. Yams, cranberries, freshly made bread, and 
  mashed potatoes. 

GRANDPA:  That’s right, Grandma. Now, who’s up for some pork chops? 

PIG:   (Feeling faint.) I gotta get out of here! 

The End 

______________________________________________________________________________  
 
The author grants permission for anyone to use this short play for educational and/or amateur purposes. 
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_______Wake Up! The Harvest Is Ready!_______ 
SYNOPSIS:  Sarah sees that the Harvest is ready. The sleepy villagers in the town refuse  
  wake up. Finally Sarah and Rebecca pray together, and one by one the  
  villagers appear ready to go to the harvest.  

TOPIC:  Thanksgiving, Honoring God 

SCRIPTURE:  Matt 9:37-38, Matt 28:18-20, John 4:3 

CAST:  Sarah - a person of great wisdom and faith 
  Rebecca - Sarah’s prayer partner 
  5 Villagers 

TIME:   7-10 mins 

SETTING: A village of farming community; present day 

__________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

 The skit opens with all of the Villagers asleep in their beds. Sarah arrives ready for the day. She stretches her arms  

 widely, yawns, and smiles with happiness.  

SARAH: Wake up! Wake up! For the harvest is ready! 

SARAH:  (loudly to the villagers) Wake up! Wake up! For the Harvest is ready!  

None of the VILLAGERS respond. One may even snore a little.  

SARAH:  (a little louder) Wake up! The Harvest is ready!  

VILLAGERS:  Go away! Be quiet! It’s too early! Go back to sleep! (Snore…)  

 SARAH looks at the audience. She smiles and winks. SARAH walks over to VILLAGER #1 and speaks again. She  
 may even shout, or beat on a pan!  

SARAH:  Wake up! The Harvest is ready!  

V #1:   (sleepily) What?! No – You’re mistaken. It is 4 months until the harvest.  

SARAH:  No, no! Just look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest!  

VILLAGER #1 looks at the fields and sees that they are ready for harvest. 

V #1:   Well, so they are. Hmmm. How about that?! But, I don’t care about a   
  harvest that comes too early. I’m going back to bed.  

VILLAGER #1 returns to her bed. SARAH goes to VILLAGER #2. 

SARAH:  Wake up! The Harvest is ready!  
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V #2:   (dreaming) Not now, Honey. Go back to sleep.  

SARAH:  (more insistent) Wake up! The Harvest is ready!!  

V #2:   What?! Oh, it’s you. Go away! It’s too early. I’m asleep!  

SARAH:  But, the Harvest is ready.  

V #2:  Well, I’m not ready. I’m sleepy. Besides, a harvest is a lot of work. Make  
  someone else to do it! I’m going back to bed.  

 VILLAGER #2 returns to her bed. SARAH goes to VILLAGER #3. 

SARAH:  Wake up! The Harvest is ready!  

V #3:   Oh, no! Not again! Please go away! You know I can’t help you.  

SARAH:  But the fields are ripe and ready for harvest.  

V#3:   I know… And you want me to help. But, I’m really not very good at   
  harvesting. You should get someone else. I’m going back to bed.  

VILLAGER #3 returns to her bed. SARAH goes to VILLAGER #4.  

SARAH:  Wake up! The Harvest is ready!  

V #4:   No! I’m having a bad hair day! Go away!  

SARAH:  But the fields are ripe and ready for Harvest!  

V #4:   I don’t have the right clothes to wear.  

SARAH:  You look fine.  

V #4:   I might break a nail.  

SARAH:  What??!!  

V #4:   Look, I told you. I can’t do… whatever it is you want me to do. Try that  
  person over there. I’m going back to bed.  

VILLAGER #4 returns to her bed. SARAH goes to VILLAGER #5. 

SARAH:  Wake up! The Harvest is ready!  

V #5:   It’s too cold!  

SARAH:  No, it’s not. It’s warm outside.  

V #5:   Then, it’s raining!  

SARAH:  No, it’s not raining. It’s sunny!  

V #5:   Well, I’m not going out there.  

SARAH:  Why not?  

V #5:   Because there’s a fierce lion out there.  
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SARAH:  Really? Where?!!  

V #5:   Out there in the center of town.  

SARAH:  No, there isn’t!!!  

V #5:   But, there could be. So, I’m not going out there! I’m going back to bed!  

VILLAGER #5 returns to her bed. SARAH goes back to the center of town, wondering what to do. REBECCA 
ENTERS and speaks to SARAH. 

REBECCA:  They have lots of excuses, don’t they? You know what Jesus said: “The  
  harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,  
  therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” Why don’t we pray  
  together, and ask Him to do that?  

REBECCA and SARAH pray together. REBECCA says the prayer out loud. 

REBECCA:  Lord… We know Jesus said that the Harvest is plentiful. Please send out  
  workers into your harvest field. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

One by one, the VILLAGERS put down their blankets and come to the center of town. 

V #1:   I guess I care more than I thought.  

V #2:   I guess I’m not as sleepy as I thought.  

V #3:   I guess I can try to help.  

V #4:   I guess these clothes will be alright.  

V #5:   Hey, there’s no ferocious lion out here! 

SARAH:  (To all) Open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest!  

ALL:  Wake up! The Harvest is ready!  

THE END 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS



______________A MATTER OF PRAISE_____________ 
By Glenn A. Hascall 

SYNOPSIS:  A Reader's Theater script dealing with the subject of praise, seeking to  
  define it and make its practice more understandable.  

TOPIC:  Thanksgiving, Praise, Scripture Readings 

SCRIPTURE:  Phil. 4:8, Psalm 103:22, Phil. 4:4, Psalm 40:10, Psalm 40:3, Psalm 57:8,  
  Psalm  103:1-5. 

CAST:  3 Readers 

TIME:   5 mins 
__________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPT 

READER 1: Fix your thoughts on what is true and honorable and right. Think about  
  things  that are pure and lovely and admirable. Think about things that are  
  excellent and worthy of praise.  

READER 2:   Worthy of praise?  

READER 3:  What is praise?  

READER 1:  Something you provide to someone whom you believe to have value or  
  worth.  

READER 2:  Offering praise begins with a sense of awe. 

READER 3:  And wonder.  

READER 1:  Praise.  

READER 2:  Praise the LORD, everything he has created, everywhere in his kingdom.  
  As for me--I, too, will praise the LORD.  

READER 3:  Many praise God for His wonderful attributes. 

READER 1:  The qualities that make up His wondrous character.  

READER 2: Majesty.  

READER 3:  Glory  

READER 1:  Holiness  

READER 2:  More often, God is praised for what He has done.  

READER 3:  The work of creation.  

READER 1:  The work of divine intervention.  
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READER 2:  The work of mankind's redemption.  

ALL:   Praise  

READER 2:  Praise is expressed first as an inward emotion  

READER 3:  Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again--rejoice!  

READER 1:  Praise is the music of the soul  

READER 2:  That never finds adequate verbal expression.  

READER 3:  But our mouths work hard to express the overwhelming joy we find in  
  praising our Creator.  

READER 1:  I have not kept this good news hidden in my heart; I have talked about your  
  faithfulness and saving power. I have told everyone in the great assembly of  
  your unfailing love and faithfulness.  

READER 2:  Praising God is something we are comfortable allowing other people to hear 
  us do.  

READER 3:  Praise is found in prayer  

READER 1:  In sacrifice.  

READER 2:  In testimony.  

ALL:  And in song.  

READER 3:  He has given me a new song to sing, a hymn of praise to our God. Many  
  will see what he has done and be astounded.  

READER 1:  Praise invites others to join in.  

READER 2:  Praise desires clear recognition of the Sustainer of all life.  

READER 3:  Praise is also our highest calling.  

READER 1:  "Giving thanks is a sacrifice that truly honors God. If you keep to His path,  
  He will reveal to you the salvation of God."  

READER 2:  Praise.  

READER 3:  Gratitude.  

READER 1:  Thanksgiving.  

READER 2:  What if we fail to praise?  

READER 3:  We withhold glory that rightfully belongs to God  

READER 1:  We forget His mercies.  

READER 2:  We are ungrateful for His mercies.  

READER 1:  So we DO praise.  
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READER 2:  We sow the seed of gratitude.  

READER 3:  We form a habit of praise.  

READER 1:  Wake up, my soul!  

READER 2:  Praise the LORD, I tell myself; with my whole heart, I will praise his holy  
  name.  

READER 3:  Praise the LORD, I tell myself, and never forget the good things he does for  
  me.  

READER 1:  He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases.  

READER 2:  He ransoms me from death and surrounds me with love and tender mercies.  

ALL:   He fills my life with good things.  

READER 3:  I will praise you among the nations; I will sing joyfully to your name.  

READER 1:  I will praise you from the bottom of my heart:  

READER 2: I will praise you before all the people.  

READER 3:  I will praise you, my God and King,  

READER 1:  I will praise you forever.  

READER 2:  I will praise the LORD as long as I live.  

READER 3:  I will sing praises to my God even with my dying breath.  

READER 1:  I will praise you, LORD, with songs.  

READER 2:  I will praise the LORD's name for saving me.  

READER 3:  I will praise you with songs of joy.  

ALL:  (Look Up) We will praise You.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Copyright 2003 by Glenn A. Hascall 

Should you use this script, would you be so kind as to let us know? Email: glenn.hascall@gmail.com 
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_______Psalm 96: Praise Him, All Creation_______  
By Terry C. Falla 

SYNOPSIS:  A responsive call to worship based on Psalm 96.  

TOPIC:  Thanksgiving, Praise, Scripture Readings 

SCRIPTURE:  Psalm 96 

CAST:  Leader 
  Congregation 

TIME:   2 mins 
__________________________________________________________ 
SCRIPT 

LEADER:  Sing a new song to the Lord. 
   Sing to the Lord all the earth.  
   Sing to the Lord, bless his name.  

CONGREGATION: Proclaim his salvation day by day,  
   Tell his glory among the nations, 

LEADER:  Tell his marvels to every people. 
   The Lord himself made the heavens 
   In his presence are splendor and majesty, 
   In his sanctuary power and beauty. 

CONGREGATION: Ascribe to the Lord, families of the people, 
   Ascribe to the Lord beauty and power, 
   Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name. 

LEADER:  Bring an offering, bear it before him, 
   Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness, 
   Tremble before him, all the earth! 

CONGREGATION: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad,  
   Let the sea thunder and all that it holds, 
   Let the fields exult and all that is in them, 
   Let all the trees of the forest cry out for joy. 

LEADER:  At the presence of the Lord, for he comes, 
   He comes to rule the earth, 
   To judge the world with justice 
   And the nations with his truth. 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SONG SUGGESTIONS



____________ Song Suggest ions ____________ 

FAST 
Good for Hip Hop/Contemporary/Jazz 

Grateful - Elevation Worship 

Thank You Lord - Israel & New Breed 

Thank You Jesus (That’s What He’s Done) - Kim Burrell 

Thank You - Bethel 

SLOW 
Good for Contemporary/Ballet/Lyrical  

Nothing Is Holding Me Back - Brian & Katie Torwalt 

Thank You Jesus - Hillsong Worship 

Find Me - Jonathan David Helser 

We Are Waiting - All Sons and Daughters 

PRAISE & WORSHIP 
Good Good Father - Chris Tomlin 

Blessed Be Your Name - Matt Redman 

Hosanna (Praise Is Rising) - Paul Baloche 

Lord I Lift Your Name On High - Rick Founds 

You Are Good - Lakewood Church 

Give Thanks - Don Moen 

Better Than Life - Travis Cottrell 

Forever - Chris Tomlin 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VIDEOS/VISUAL MEDIA



________________ videos ________________ 
 

These videos can be used as a call to worship, sermon starter/illustration, transitions during the service etc. You will need to pay for an 
official version of some of these videos just as you would pay for SongSelect or other worship resources.  

Thanksgiving Tree Worship Intro 
Motion Media 
Time: 1:30 
Preview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tS3ERxmyIAQ 
Official Download: http://www.motionworship.com/  Cost:$15 

This unique Thanksgiving mini-movie is loosely based on Psalm 107 with 
elements of John 3:16. It depicts a tree filled with hanging photographs, each 
with captions that tell of God's life-changing power and work in our lives. 
Halfway through the photos come to life, culminating in a call to "tell the  

               story" of all these hanging memories. A beautiful metaphor for Thanksgiving or   
            any time of year. 

Give Thanks 
The Skit Guys 
Time: 1:50 
Preview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuN0Os14YOM 
Official Download: https://skitguys.com/videos/item/give-thanks Cost: $18 

Thanks. Hopefully, that's something we say a lot throughout our day...and 
when you read through the Psalms you see that word show up a lot. This 
video, beyond being a great way to kick off your worship service, focuses our 
attention on the who of our thankfulness: God. 

Thanksgiving Chair 
Shift Worship 
Time: 3:47 
Preview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6znqpPaYzM4 
Official Download: https://www.shiftworship.com Cost: $15 

How often do we sit in the seat of thanksgiving throughout the day? What 
does it mean to "give thanks in all circumstances"? And who are we teaching 
to say thanks along with us? Video produced by Shift Worship. 

 

What To Be Thankful For 
SevntyOne 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHj1dcQKZD4 
For Thanksgiving we wanted to make this video. Thanksgiving is about being 
thankful for what we have, many have all they want or need while others 
don't. But one thing that we can all have regardless of our financial situation 
is salvation through Jesus Christ. Jesus died so that we may live forever. Let's 
be thankful for we have Jesus and because of him we have life now and     
forever. 

Kid President’s 25 Reasons To Be Thankful 
SoulPancake 
Time: 3:46 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA5Qpt1JRE4 
Life can be tough. It’s important to always take time to remember the things 
that make life awesome. This is just the start of a list. It’s only 25 things. 
Obviously, there are more! 
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_______________GRAPHICS, SLIDES AND MORE…______________ 

Church Motion Graphics is a great website for resources for visual presentations. 
They provide a number of free downloads for you to use. Below are some examples 

of each option and where you can find them on the website.  

STILL BACKGROUNDS||  FREE RESOURCES  
https://shop.churchmotiongraphics.com/still  

 

PRO LAYERS||  FREE RESOURCES  
https://shop.churchmotiongraphics.com/still/search/prolayers  
Available as transparent graphics or title-builder foregrounds.  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ANNOUNCEMENT TITLES||  FREE RESOURCES  
https://shop.churchmotiongraphics.com/still/search/stilltitles 

PRO TITLES||  FREE RESOURCES  
https://shop.churchmotiongraphics.com/still/search/protitles  
Available as transparent graphics or title-builder foregrounds. 
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