
  

 

 

This was our 6th and busiest season.  Each year when I jot down highlights for this report, I am amazed 

how much we accomplished.  Before I begin, I want to thank everyone who made every week of 

gardening and each special event possible.   

 

The format for the season remained the same this year.  We met two days a week beginning in April, 

Tuesdays at the Club garden from 5- 6pm and from 4-5:30 pm on Fridays at the Enterprise Center 

Garden. In the summer, we continue with Tuesdays and Fridays but switch to 9-10:30 am.  We began our 

season with 20 children and ended with 15 gardeners and a few older girls who are unable to attend 

regularly.  We have a core group of four 4th grade boys who keep us on our toes and three sets of sisters.  

Most gardeners have been with us for at least two years.  In the summer, we have a few new children who 

only attend the summer program.  We ended the season with 15 terrific gardeners and fun kids.  

Ken Carlson  
Boy s & Girls Club 
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The weekly programming focused on gardening and 

preparing and sharing healthy snacks.  This structure is 

important so that the kids have a routine they can look 

forward to and they learn to share responsibility for our 

efforts.  We still have a mad dash to be chosen to help 

prepare our snack.  We offer new foods and the kids 

continue to try everything and constantly ask for more.  

One gardener brought a recipe to me for how to make ice 

cream in a plastic bag.  She wanted us to give it a try and 

we did.  Here you see Kamari Davis and Kevin Stacey 

sharing the ice cream with Mike Eden, one of our 

volunteers. Thanks to Northwest Area Health 

Education Center (AHEC), the Wake Forest 

Translational Science Institute was able to purchase a complete portable kitchen for our use.  We could 

easily build and entire program around just cooking with the kids.    

 

Our gardens continue to evolve.  At the Enterprise Center Garden (“Big 

Garden”), we replaced all in-ground planting with raised beds. Thanks 

to Sylvia Adams at Boys and Girls Club, we were able to install 12 new 

beds in March and added four more that were donated.  Last year was a 

start and it will be a couple more seasons before the soil is ready to 

produce bigger and more 

abundant vegetables.   Raised 

beds are so much easier for 

us to maintain.  The kids can 

focus on planting and 

harvesting and not on the thankless task of pulling out 

Bermuda Grass.  The small garden faced challenges this year 

from the recent arrival of groundhogs.  Other than garlic, 

herbs and some cherry tomatoes, we found it difficult to get 

things started.  Regardless of the challenges, we smiled and 

painted some amazing signs for our new beds and had plenty 

of vegetables to enjoy. 



 

Old Salem continues to be a valued partner.  

We visited the Old Salem Gardens three 

times this year.  The most exciting visit was 

our second trip when the kids had a chance 

to be part of the filming of a P. Allen Smith 

program for his PBS series 

(http://www.pallensmith.com/).  We didn’t 

see Mr. Smith but the kids had a great time 

being filmed.  The program will air sometime 

this year.  Special thanks to Eric Jackson for 

always welcoming us to Old Salem and to 

Martha Hartley for inviting us to be part of 

the P. Allen Smith program.  As always, Old Salem is magical.  There is nothing more fun than exploring 

the gardens and then sitting at the picnic tables sharing our snack.   

 

The Simon’s Community Garden hosted the Forsyth 

County Food Consortium Moveable Feast which is a 

quarterly potluck supper and information exchange for 

individuals throughout the area with a shared interest in 

local food.  Our gardens looked great and the kids had a 

chance to escort guests through all of the gardens.  We had 

practice tours and garden maps reviews.  The kids wore 

their new t-shirts.  Thanks to the great tour Khaylen Mills 

gave to Hannah Slodounik of the Wake Forest Office of 

Sustainability, Hannah is now one of most dedicated garden volunteers (see picture above).  

 

Our annual visit to the Food Bank 

Community Garden at the Children’s Home 

was a lovely time as we harvested and then 

enjoyed a lovely picnic lunch (thank you, 

Joyce Dickerson).  This was followed by a 

surprise visit to the equine therapy barn 

where the kids pet (see Kevin Stacy in photo) 

http://www.pallensmith.com/


and fed a normal-size horse and a group of miniature horses and donkeys. It was incredible to see how 

relaxed all of us became surrounded by this amazing animals.  I want to extend a special thanks to Kim 

MacPherson, director of The Children’s Home experiential therapy program for allowing us to 

experience these remarkable animals.  No Harvest Day this year due to rain but we were ready to go and 

are excited about next year.  As always our great supporter, Ellen Kirby made this possible.   

 

Warren Wilson College 

Interns (Marisa Romeo and 

Gabriel Whitlock) spent the 

summer with us.  They made 

it possible for the kids to 

prepare their snacks on 

Tuesday and Friday.  They 

coordinated the Moveable 

Feast tours (and the make-

your-own-taco dinner beforehand).  Finally, Marisa 

and Gabriel helped each child create a gourd birdhouse (the gourds were grown at the Big Garden last 

season).  You can see many of these works of art at the Big Garden. 

 

We shared our bounty with several Latino families who live around the garden.  We took our produce 

“outside the fence” and met several 

neighbors.  Our one bi-lingual gardener 

gathered her courage to speak a few 

words.  The following week she was 

determined to say more and patiently 

waited with other gardeners for our new 

friends to appear.  Here is one of my 

favorite pictures from the summer -Amy 

and her friends hoping to see the ladies 

again.  

 

Our first annual Vegetable Sale took place on four successive Fridays this summer.  This was a group 

effort with our produce supplemented with vegetables from two of our sister gardens at Simon’s 

Community Gardens, the WSSU and AKA Sorority gardens.  The kids harvested, weighed, and packaged 



the vegetables to sell that afternoon to B&G Club 

families.  We included a salsa and gazpacho tasting to 

draw the crowd.  Counting money was the most 

popular job.  The kids raised $322 that they designated 

would be spent on “toys for sick children”.  This 

became our Ronald McDonald House Project.  

Thanks to Sigrid Hall (WSSU) and Lorraine Mortis 

(AKA) for their support (and vegetables).   

 

 

Ronald McDonald House was the recipient of the children’s 

produce sale proceeds. Joyce Dickerson coordinated this effort.  She 

worked with Mindy Bloom to identify the needs of families.  Joyce 

purchased tiny outfits for premature infants and stuffed animals for 

children.  The gardeners 

had a chance to help 

dress these up with 

ribbons and bows and deliver the gifts to the House.  The 

tour was wonderful and the kids were in awe of everything 

they saw.  It was a fantastic experience. One of our gardeners 

said she was planning to go back for “bingo night”. The event 

was featured in the WS Chronicle and Buena Vista Magazine.  

 

Finally, we have had three special events this season.   

Our end-of-the year and pumpkin decorating party 

was a great success.  Our volunteers brought so many 

great dishes. It looked as though we had far too much but 

we always underestimate how much kids can eat.   Here 

is Kathleen Quigley at the buffet line. 

 

The Gingerbread House Party was spectacular.  Once 

again, Joyce Dickerson coordinated every detail.  There 



were many new volunteers who enjoyed a chance to work with our great kids.  The results were 20 

amazing houses and a lovely time sharing the snacks and cookies.  I would love to share all of the pictures 

but there are a few below.  

Our final event will be a Valentine Making Party on January 30.  This event gives us a chance to work 

again with Ronald McDonald House on their Send the Love Project. This should be a very creative event 

as the kids are always full of ideas for making things interesting and fun.   

I apologize if I am missed something but the weeks fly by and then it is time to reflect and get ready for 

next season.  This program will never be perfect but it has proven to be great each year.  Special thanks to 

all of our weekly volunteers, Jim Dickerson, Renee Andrews, Hannah Slodounik, Courtney Butner, 

Laura Smith, Kathleen Quigley, Ben Perlman and Kyle Luth.  We said good-bye to some great 

volunteers including Katie Drane, Liz Schonthal, and Jacqui Grace. Of course, I can never thank Pappi 

Conrad enough for her support moral and otherwise for everything we do.  Carol Davis at the SG Atkins 

CDC makes the “big garden” possible and provides our kitchen for the snacks.  It is an amazing gift. Faye 

Little keeps all of my paperwork with kids and parents straight and Sharon McIntyre helps to quickly 

solve problems and has enthusiasm for everything we do.  I want to thank Sylvia Adams for finding the 

money for the raised beds and t-shirts and Mischi Binkley for creating the amazing graphic for the front 

of our t-shirt this year (seen at the top of this report).  We extend our thanks to our donors, Ruth and 

Marvin Bradford, Mary Stowe, and Sara Quandt, and Joyce and Jim Dickerson for their generous 

funding of all special events.  Finally, none of this would happen without the endless energy of Bruce 

Bradford.  He keeps the gardens and me straight and never forgets that we do this “for the kids”.    

Joyce and Jim Dickerson and Bailey Dutton  Bruce Bradford and Peige Davis-Hudson 

http://www.rmhws.org/event/send-love-project/


                                 
       Dana Mora and Emily Dutton                               Talér Davis Hudson and Judith Smith 

 
Kamari Davis, our artist who created the pocket logo for our great t-shirts.. 

 

 

Margaret R. Savoca 

January, 2015 


